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These began in June with a parficularly large and 

splendid project conference. The theme – Jewish 

Philanthropy: Solidarity, Anfisemifism and Cultural 

Heritage – represented an opportunity to cross-ferfilise 

between the work led by Silvia Davoli and Tom 

Stammers in the Collecfing and Material Culture 

research strand, and the ideas Jaclyn Granick and I 

have been exploring through the Polifics and 

Philanthropy strand. We were proud to showcase our 

current research and the work of Luisa Levi d’Ancona 

Modena across both strands, as well as that of JCH 

doctoral students. 

The weather was glorious, and specially curated visits 

to Upton House, and Waddesdon Manor allowed 

parficipants to appreciate the unique partnership we 

have built between the academy and the heritage 

sector. We confinue to work closely with Jewish 

organisafions, and were proud to host the annual 

incubator of the European Routes of Jewish Heritage 

led by the AEPJ in September. We also confinue to 

collaborate with major Brifish cultural insfitufions like 

the Nafional Trust and the V&A, where Silvia Davoli and 

Tom Stammers led a study day devoted to the 

museum’s diverse Jewish stories in November. 

This followed the opening of Hélène Binet’s acclaimed 

JCH photography exhibifion at Strawberry Hill House, 

and coincided with the publicafion of Jewish Country 

Houses, which I edited with Juliet Carey. Hélène is one 

of the world’s great photographers, and it has been a 

peculiar privilege to work with her on this very special 

publicafion. As one reader put it: “It’s not just a book, 

it’s an experience. You read the words, and then you 

immerse yourself in the images, and you understand 

both differently as you dip in and out.” In this way, our 

book replicates the rich, three-dimensional experience 

of visifing a country house, which is not just a set of 

curated rooms and vistas but rather a set of 

encounters – much like the JCH project itself. 

These encounters have felt increasingly important 

since October 7 2023, during a period that has seen a 

dramafic rise in anfisemifism and the polificisafion of 

all things Jewish. We are grateful that the funding we 

have secured for “Beyond Jewish Country Houses” will 

allow us to nurture the unique family of curators, sites 

and researchers we have built and to develop new 

research inifiafives.

Overview
Not many research projects last more than five years, 

but in 2024 we celebrated ten years of the JCH. It was a 

year of achievement and reflecfion, which saw a series 

of landmark events in the life of the JCH project. 

JEWISH COUNTRY HOUSES
and their worlds

Professor Abigail Green, Principal Invesfigator V
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“The project has had a documented impact on 

the awareness and appreciafion of the Jewish              

dimensions of country houses among heritage 

and museum professionals...These are real 

achievements. They should be regarded as the 

essenfial basis for confinuing work at this level by 

Jewish heritage houses and museums in partner-

ship with academics.” 

Professor David Feldman, Birkbeck

External Evaluafion Report, 2024
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Publicafion in Focus

In November 2024, the project’s flagship publicafion, 

Jewish Country Houses, was published.  We knew we 

wanted to make a book that was path-breaking, 

scholarly, and beaufiful. From the first review in

Country Life to a picture essay in the New York Times, 

the crifical response to Jewish Country Houses has 

surpassed all our expectafions. Here are a few of our 

favourite reviews:

 'Jewish Country Houses is a fascinafing and thought-

provoking book, filled with new ideas and unfamiliar 

houses'. '...a pioneering work of scholarship.'    

Adrian Tinniswood, Literary Review

 'An ufterly absorbing book taking in architecture, art 

creafion, patronage and collecfing. It is a triumph of 

sensifive edifing and an expression of compelling 

intellectual collaborafion.’                                  

Timothy Mowl, Country Life

 ‘These houses . . . symbolize 'the dream of 

belonging' held by European Jews, and that moment 

when it seems possible. But the houses also 

represent something that is irreparably gone, 

destroyed by the Holocaust.’ The Forward

 ‘Jewish Country Houses is a brilliant and beaufiful 

book [it is] mulfilayered, serving a variety of 

JEWISH COUNTRY HOUSES
and their worlds

Jewish Country Houses

Edited by Juliet Carey and 

Abigail Green. Photography by 

Hélène Binet. 

purposes. One is an ode to the beaufiful homes 

themselves, haunfingly captured by Binet.’  

Canadian Jewish News

 ‘What renders Jewish Country Houses more than a 

good, instrucfive read is its alluring visual 

personality, a composite of drawings, portraits, 

vintage photograph albums, postcards, and, most 

strikingly of all, the photographic arfistry of Hélène 

Binet...Extending well beyond documentafion, her 

images are the book’s beafing heart.'                 

Jewish Review of Books

 ‘This sfimulafing book offers a thorough and 

welcome deconstrucfion of the Jewish country 

house’. Clive Aslet, The Burlington Magazine 

 ‘Monumental both in content and form ... 352 pages 

of dense text lavishly illustrated with historical 

images and sumptuous photographs by ...Hélène 

Binet. It is a weighty tome, literally and figurafively, 

combining coffee table looks with serious 

scholarship’. The Art Newspaper
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Jewish Country Houses at the V&A Museum, November 2024. 

Left to right: Oliver Cox (Chair), Juliet Carey, Abigail Green, 
Hélène Binet, Natalie Livingstone
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Our 2024 Conference

The conference group at Waddesdon Manor

JEWISH COUNTRY HOUSES
and their worlds

Sasha Goldstein Sabbah, University of Groningen

In June 2024, the Jewish Country Houses Project 

celebrated its tenth anniversary with a conference at 

Oxford enfitled ‘Jewish Philanthropy: Solidarity, 

Anfisemifism, and Cultural Heritage.’

As always, the programme went well beyond what one 

might expect from a standard academic 

gathering. After the first day’s talks, parficipants 

travelled from Oxford to Upton House, while the 

second day’s programme took place enfirely at 

Waddesdon Manor. These seftings created a powerful 

sense of connecfion between the research themes and 

the historic environments in which Jewish 

philanthropy, collecfing, and heritage are inextricably 

intertwined.

A defining feature of JCH conferences is the mix of 

university researchers and museum professionals—two 

communifies that often operate in separate spheres. 

Bringing them together has proved remarkably 

producfive. Researchers gain fresh insights into 

collecfions and curatorial pracfices, while museum 

professionals can discuss their own challenges with 

scholars who approach similar quesfions from different 

angles. This exchange was especially evident as the 

conference offered both ample fime for informal 

conversafions in addifion to a formal curatorial 

workshop led by Lucy Porten (Nafional Trust) and Dr. 

Jaclyn Granick (Cardiff University).

One example of the expected connecfions made at this 

conference would be for my own work. As a scholar of 

Jews in the Islamic world, my research might seem 

somewhat peripheral to the project’s core focus on 

Jewish country houses, yet these encounters have been 

unexpectedly fruifful. Conversafions with curators and 

museum administrators have pointed me toward 

collecfions on Oftoman Jewry in France and residency 

programmes that align closely with my research 

interests. 

One parficularly memorable moment came during the 

final evening at Waddesdon, during a working dinner 

for the European Heritage Network. I was seated next 

to Ruth Ur of urKultur, a renowned curator involved in 
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Tom Stammers presenfing documents from the Bearstead archive 

to conference delegates, at Upton House, June 2024

JEWISH COUNTRY HOUSES
and their worlds

major cultural and museum projects. As we discussed 

our work, Ruth menfioned an exhibifion she had curated 

in Berlin about a German-Jewish doctor who fled to 

Mandate Palesfine in the 1930s. To my surprise, that 

very doctor had later established a medical pracfice in 

Jerusalem well known among the Iraqi Jewish 

community I described in my first book. 

Unfil that evening, neither of us knew the other part of 

his story — a serendipitous reminder of how these 

gatherings confinually open new and unexpected paths 

of discovery and collaborafion.

“I have learned a lot today about the complexifies of 

telling these stories which are layered with meaning and 

experience. These quesfions raise other quesfions about 

how the NT presents all its houses and collecfions. These 

I am going away to think about. Underlying all of it is the 

important connecfions with personal histories, which 

make all messages very powerful. “

Nafional Trust Curator

This conference was supported by the Arts and Humanifies Research 

Council, the Nafional Trust and Waddesdon Manor.
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The training element of the project was inifiated by 

Marcus Roberts of J-Trails, who conducted most of our 

Brifish training. It has proven to be a really effecfive 

approach to shaping the ways in which Jewish stories 

are understood, contextualised and presented in 

individual properfies. For the beginning, we have 

combined site-specific training days which require 

dedicated research, with nafional training days 

facilitated by the Nafional Trust that engage a much 

broader range of sites and staff. Somefimes properfies 

have preferred us to work with small groups; 

somefimes training has been extended to the enfire 

volunteer corps. Overall, we esfimate that our site-

specific training reached 500 staff and volunteers, with 

at least 150 who aftended our nafional training days.

Celia Hughes, Upton House: “Volunteer training with 

Marcus Roberts has helped the volunteers to feel more 

confident to talk about the family’s Jewish heritage, 

giving them a language that feels respecfful and 

appropriate”.

Much of the feedback in evaluafion comments from 

trainees was appreciafive (‘insighfful and thorough’, or 

a ‘fantasfic speaker, accessible and engaging,’ according 

to one respondent at Nymans), with lots of emphasis on 

the interest and freshness of the topic. The data 

suggests that the training sessions gave aftendees fresh 

perspecfives and informafion to contextualize their 

property more widely. The appefite for learning more 

about different elements of Jewish polifics and culture 

was clearly evident: beyond individual family history, 

some wanted to know more about keeping Kosher and 

dietary laws (cf. Gunnersbury), whilst others wanted to 

know more about Jewish fesfivals (cf. Upton) or 

Palesfine, Zionism and the Balfour Declarafion (cf. 

Waddesdon). 

Training and 

Evaluafion
Volunteer and staff training has been a central plank of 

the JCH project in Britain since 2018.

Selected Feedback from Training Sessions

"I am more confident in my understanding of Jewish 

history in Britain".

"I can more easily put it in context and understand 

social issues and prejudice laws".

"It has provided me with a much wider background 

than I previously had and hopefully will give me confi-

dence to talk to visitors."

JEWISH COUNTRY HOUSES
and their worlds

2018 Training

Strawberry Hill House | Nymans | Waddesdon Manor | 

Hughenden Manor | Upton House |Nafional training at 

Osterley Park 

2019 Training

Moftisfont |Nafional Training at Polesden Lacey 

2023 Training

Gunnersbury Park  | Ightham Mote  | Nafional training at 

Wiener Library 2023

2024 Training

Moftisfont  | Bletchley Park | Upton House |Croft Castle
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The mobile exhibifion ‘Country Houses, Jewish Homes’, created in partnership 

with J-Trails and the Nafional Trust, has visited many different locafions in 

2023 and 2024, supplemented by volunteer training. At Ightham Mote, where 

the exhibifion was enhanced by a site-specific display, 92% of visitors said 

their understanding of Jewish history and heritage had changed. 

At Gunnersbury Park (pictured here), one Brifish-Indian visitor observed it was 

“really interesfing to hear about how other cultures seftled in Britain.”
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A new generafion     
of researchers

“I have recently been appointed Assistant Curator, 

Brifish Art, 1850-1915, at Tate Britain where, together 

with Dr Carol Jacobi, I am curafing an upcoming 

exhibifion on James McNeill Whistler, examining the 

influence of his transnafionalism upon his arfisfic 

decisions. 

Before that, I worked as Project Curator on Van Gogh: 

Poets and Lovers, one of the Nafional Gallery’s 

bicentenary exhibifions, after successfully defending my 

thesis ‘Jewish collectors, donors, fundraisers at the 

Nafional Gallery, 1824-1945’. This was an AHRC-funded 

project at Durham University, co-supervised by Tom 

Stammers and Dr Susanna Avery-Quash, at the Nafional 

Gallery. 

Both the funding I received and the opportunity to 

work collaborafively with the JCH team and Nafional 

Gallery staff were invaluable in helping me realise my 

curatorial ambifions. Since complefion, I have been able 

to put my research into pracfice and shape the public 

programme of my partner organisafion. For example, I 

was able to put my knowledge of the collecfion and 

understanding of cultural philanthropy to good use, 

emphasising for visitors the historic significance of the 

gifts of the four Van Goghs in the Gallery’s collecfion by 

the Unitarian texfile manufacturer and philanthropist 

Samuel Courtauld. The grounding in provenance 

research I gained from working so closely with JCH 

researchers was invaluable in delivering this complex, 

high-profile exhibifion project: it became the most 

successful temporary exhibifion in the Gallery’s history. 

My research into the foundafion of the Nafional Art 

Collecfions Fund (now Art Fund) and its first Jewish 

members will be published in Parficipafion and 

Engagement, an open access publicafion produced with 

the 3Landesmuseen Braunschweig. More recently, I 

gave a paper at the Nafional Gallery’s Research Forum 

on ‘Jewish Women at the Nafional Gallery, 1890-1950’, 

and contributed on an in-conversafion event for 

Women Arfists Arts Week at Colnaghi Gallery, London. I 

am looking forward to sharing my research into the 

career of the Nafional Gallery’s first female curator, 

Lillian Browse (1906-2005), via the Research pages of 

the Nafional Gallery’s website and an upcoming public 

conference ‘Hidden Histories of the Museum’, which 

will result in a special issue of Women’s History Journal.  

I remain very interested in the role of Jews in shaping 

the Brifish art world.”

Isobel Muir

Former AHRC-funded Collaborafive 
Doctoral Candidate

JEWISH COUNTRY HOUSES
and their worlds

Current  and Former Graduate 

Students

Colefte Bellingham

Constance Booker

Charlofte Canizo

Cynthia Cheloff

Mafilde Eriksson

Sietske van der Veen

Isobel Muir shares her research into the career of 
Lillian Browse, exhibifion curator and gallerist, 
with the Nafional Gallery Research Forum.
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JEWISH COUNTRY HOUSES
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In September 2024 we held the annual training meefing 

of the European Routes of Jewish Heritage (ERJH) 

between Oxford, Waddesdon Manor, and London.  We 

were hosted by the Jewish Country Houses project, the 

developers of our Palaces, Villas and Country Houses

route. Parficipants learned about the creafion and 

development of the JCH, considering its 

conceptualisafion, the role of research in developing 

and building the network, and its programme of 

disseminafion acfivifies. This was presented through 

contribufions from the project team, combined with 

visits to Waddesdon Manor, Gunnersbury Park & 

Museum, and Strawberry Hill House. 

Parficipants analysed the JCH route as a transnafional 

case study, comparing it with other experiences within 

the ERJH network. The training programme was led by 

Jack Shepherd, postdoctoral researcher at Mid Sweden 

University, and from Jeremy Leigh, professor at the 

Hebrew Union College in Jerusalem and a longstanding 

member of our Scienfific Commiftee. This year, 

aftendees were split into two groups: one for Routes in 

the early stages of development and another for more 

advanced Routes. This innovafion allowed for more 

personalised training, while facilitafing exchange of 

experiences and knowledge accumulated by Route 

managers. In addifion, delegates were able to enjoy a 

private view of selected Hebrew manuscripts in the 

Bodleian Library, and a curated guided tour of the many 

Jewish artefacts in the Ashmolean Museum.

We paid parficular aftenfion to the growing complexity 

of the ERJH community, which increasingly brings 

together more diverse needs and interests. The 

European Insfitute of the Cultural Routes - the Council 

of Europe body responsible for regulafing the 

cerfificafion of Cultural Routes – is now intensifying its 

evaluafion and monitoring.  The final day was therefore 

an opportunity to address criteria of quality and 

membership, including the rights and dufies of all ERJH 

members.

The 2024 edifion of the ERJH training meefing closed 

with a strong sense of community and a shared 

commitment to the future of the Routes. It confirmed 

that the AEPJ has succeeded in making the European 

Routes of Jewish Heritage a space for cooperafion 

beyond the narrafive connecfion of heritage. Going 

forward, we will consider how to adapt the Incubator 

programme so that it can confinue to offer relevant 

proposals to members and strengthen the cohesion of 

the network. 

The European Routes of Jewish Heritage Incubator event was 

supported by the University of Oxford’s John Fell Fund, the 

Arts and Humanifies Research Council and Waddesdon 

Manor, and with the collaborafion of Gunnersbury Park and 

Museum and Strawberry Hill House.

Victor Sorenssen and Marc Francesch Camps

AEPJ Directorate

The JCH and the 
European Routes of 
Jewish Heritage
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This year we were delighted to be able to enrich our 

connecfion with Bletchley Park in Buckinghamshire. 

In an episode of their podcast series, ’Before the 

Codebreakers’,  Abigail Green discussed the social 

context of the Leon family who ‘made’ Bletchley. In the 

same episode, Research Historian Dr David Kenyon and 

Head of Content Erica Munro examine how Sir Herbert 

Leon and his family bought, expanded and lived in the 

now-familiar Mansion, stamping their individual style on 

the design of the building and the estate.  In addifion to 

the podcast, Marcus Roberts ran a well-aftended 

training session for Bletchley’s volunteers in May.

Arising out of a collaborafion with Tom Stammers and 

Silvia Davoli on the collecfing and material culture strand 

of the project, the V&A Museum hosted a landmark 

conference in November 2024 which explored  the 

profound influence of Jewish heritage on the museum's 

collecfions and history. Through carefully curated 

sessions, internafional scholars and experts examined 

Jewish objects, collectors, dealers, and arfists who have 

shaped the V&A since its founding. From Renaissance 

amulets to post-war fashion, the conference highlighted 

both well-known and overlooked Jewish narrafives within 

the museum's holdings.

Notable speakers   included Professor David Feldman 

who gave the opening keynote on "The Heritage of 

Jewish Heritage," and arfist Edmund de Waal who 

chaired a concluding panel discussion on sharing Jewish 

heritage in public insfitufions. The conference 

represented a significant contribufion to understanding 

the rich intersecfion of Jewish culture and Britain's 

nafional collecfion of art and design.

JEWISH COUNTRY HOUSES
and their worlds

JCH in the UK: working with 
museums and houses 

Read Isobel Muir’s report and listen to recordings of 

the sessions at The V&A and its Jewish heritage: A day 

of learning from objects and stories in the V&A’s col-

lecfion • V&A Blog
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ABIGAIL GREEN is PI of the JCH project, and co-editor of Jewish Country Houses, which came 
out this year. She gave a paper with Cyril Grange (CNRS) on Jewish internafionalism and the 
Haute Banque at our June 2024 conference, which she helped to organise, and is co-
supervising four JHC doctoral students.

Our Team in 2024
JEWISH COUNTRY HOUSES

and their worlds

JULIET CAREY is co-editor of Jewish Country Houses, which was published this year. She 
gave a talk about anfisemifism and curafing a 'rich Jewish house' at the Oxford-Waddesdon 
conference in June, and is co-supervising a doctoral student.

SILVIA DAVOLI is Senior Researcher on the JCH project working on the socio-cultural strand, 
and is Research Curator at Strawberry Hill House.  As part of her work on Jewish collecfing 
culture and Dr Goftlieb Leitner specifically, she undertook research in archives in Lahore in 
Spring 2024, and co-edited a volume on Jewish art dealers. She also managed the exhibifion 
of Hélène Binet photographs at Strawberry Hill House. 

JACLYN GRANICK is Co-I of JCH. She has primarily been co-edifing (with Sasha Goldstein-
Sabbah, Rebecca Kobrin) and co-wrote (with Tom Stammers) a chapter for the collecfive 
volume, Conceptualising Jewish Business Dynasfies. She presented related work at our June 
2024 conference, which she helped to organise, and at the BIAJS conference, plus presented 
language insights for the Nafional Trust awayday. She also co-supervised a JCH doctoral 
student.

TOM STAMMERS is Co-I on the project with a focus on collecfing and material culture. At 
the June 2024 conference, which he co-organised, he presented on Cousinhood 
philanthropy with Jaclyn Granick. He co-edited a volume on Jewish art dealers with Silvia 
Davoli, which is published by Bloomsbury.

LUISA LEVI D’ANCONA MODENA presented her research on Italian Jewish philanthropy at 
the Oxford conference in June. She has been working with colleagues in Italy to help plan the 
2025 conference on Liberalism and the Land and to explore the potenfial of the project in 
Italy, including a meefing of key partners in Trieste in November.

MARCUS ROBERTS of JTrails focuses on JCH heritage and training in the UK. In 2024, he 
delivered training sessions for staff and volunteers at four heritage sites and supported the 
disseminafion of the ‘Country Houses, Jewish Homes ‘exhibifion which he co-curated with 
Abigail Green. He gave a talk to support the exhibifion when it was displayed at Brighton’s 
Ralli Hall Community Centre in April.

BRIONY TRUSCOTT is the administrator of the JCH project. In addifion to liaising with our 
many partners and managing the project finances and website, her work included organising 
project-related events including the June 2024 conference in Oxford and managing the 
permissions for images in the Jewish Country Houses book. 
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2024 Calendar

JEWISH COUNTRY HOUSES
ANNUAL REPORT 2024

 January

Country Houses, Jewish Homes exhibifion at the 

University of Chester and Hughenden Manor

February

April

Jewish Country Houses training at Moftisfont, Hampshire

led by Marcus Roberts

Bletchley Park 'Before the Codebreakers' Podcast:  

Abigail Green discusses the Leon family

May

Jewish Country Houses training at Bletchley Park, Buckinghamshire, led by Marcus Roberts

June 

Internafional Conference on ‘Jewish Philanthropy: Solidarity, Anfisemifism and Cultural Heritage’

Jewish Country Houses training at Croft Castle, Herefordshire, led by Marcus Roberts

September

Launch of the exhibifion at Strawberry Hill House: 

‘Discovering Jewish Country Houses: Photographs by Hélène Binet’

November

Publicafion of Jewish Country Houses (Profile Books/Brandeis University Press)

Conference: ‘The V&A and its Jewish Heritage: Objects and Stories’ 

Nafional Trust—Jewish Country Houses 

Awayday at Willesden Jewish Cemetery



JCH ANNUAL REPORT 2024 - 14

hftps://jch.history.ox.ac.uk

In 2024, this work was supported by the Arts and Humanifies Research Council [grant number AH/S006656/1] and 

by the Conference on Jewish Material Claims against Germany. The project team would also like to gratefully 

acknowledge the support of the Marfin J Gross Family Foundafion, Waddesdon Manor and the Nafional Trust.

Project Timeline

2015 | Jewish Country Houses was conceived and launched by a team led by the University of Oxford in 

partnership with Waddesdon Manor.

2017 | A Knowledge Exchange Fellowship awarded to Professor Abigail Green supported the development of the 

project to establish the Jewish country house as a focus for scholarly research, a site of European memory and a 

significant aspect of European Jewish Heritage.

March 2018 | The first conference on the Jewish Country House was held at the University of Oxford in 

partnership with the Nafional Trust and Historic England. The conference focused on the development of the 

intellectual framework and resources of the project.

May 2019 | A second Knowledge Exchange Fellowship awarded to Abigail Green supported the second 

conference on the Jewish Country House which was held at the Villa Kérylos in France, and aimed to expand the 

European direcfion of the work, in collaborafion with the AEPJ and the Centre des Monuments Nafionaux. The 

Fellowship also supported training for staff and volunteers at relevant properfies in the UK and work on a new 

resource pack.

October 2019 | The UK's Arts and Humanifies Research Council awarded the research grant  - Jewish Country 

Houses - objects, networks, people (2019 - 2024). Project partners included the AEPJ, Strawberry Hill House, the 

Nafional Trust, J-Trails, Waddesdon Manor, the CMN, and the universifies of Durham and Cardiff.

2021 | A Knowledge Exchange Seed Fund grant was awarded to carry out a pilot project, 'Teaching the Holocaust 

through the Jewish Country House' in partnership with The Holocaust Educafional Trust and J-Trails.

2022 | A new grant from the Claims Conference supported the Holocaust dimension of the project. Further 

funding was received from the Marfin J Gross Family Foundafion and TORCH to enable the commission of new 

photography by Hélène Binet for the project's new book about Jewish country houses. The project also added a 

new dimension - an arfisfic commission at Schloss Freienwalde in Germany, in collaborafion with urKultur and 

funding support from TORCH.

September 2024 | The Jewish Country Houses team successfully secured a two-year grant from the University of 

Oxford's John Fell Fund to ensure the legacy of its work. 'Beyond Jewish Country Houses' will support the 

development of new grant applicafions and a new framework for maintaining our organisafion and synergies with 

the heritage sector.


